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 SOIL SURVEYS IN NEW DIGITAL FORMAT FUNDED FOR FIVE CALIFORNIA COUNTIES

DAVIS, California, August 14, 2001 Soil surveys are used for everything from evaluating sites for
building roads to estimating the success of a new vineyard and many of California’s soil surveys
are out of print. A $500,000 grant to the U.S. Department of Agriculture s Natural Resources Con-
servation Service (NRCS) from Calfed will put out-of-print soil surveys on-line for five counties.

"For farmers, ranchers, engineers, consultants, and planners, this will provide needed soils informa-
tion at the click of a mouse," said Hank Wyman, Interim State Conservationist for NRCS in Califor-
nia. "Currently this information exists only in hard copy and so few copies exist that clients cannot
really take the information home or to their office to study and review it."

The difficulty in obtaining soils information has also hindered the efforts of groups and agencies
involved in ecosystem restoration. "Soil survey information can vastly improve the predictive power
of  watershed modeling," says Wyman. "Soil types can be correlated with land use, erosion potential,
wetlands, vegetation types, agricultural productivity, and much more."

In addition to simply making soils information more widely available, the digitizing effort will
provide the added benefit of putting it in a format that complements other electronically available
data, such as those describing climate, geology, vegetation, endangered species, archaeology, and
many other components of a site thereby making the information richer and more complete. For
those involved with Geographic Information Systems (GIS), this will be the first time a soils layer
can be supplied for the five counties involved.

The digitizing effort begins August 14, 2001 and will be finished by the end of 2003. The soil
surveys funded for digitizing are from east Stanislaus, Glenn, Madera, Merced, and Tehama Coun-
ties.
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